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Christmas Term Newsletter 1 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back for the Christmas Term! I was 
trying to limit mentioning Christmas until at 
least December but as so many staff get really 
excited (including myself) we are already failing 
miserably. Christmas cards, tea towels and 
decorations are already being made and I have 
signed off an order for the KS1 Christmas 
production so watch this space for more 
information! 
 
Fundraising Stars 
The photo at the top of this newsletter shows 
Amelia and Olivia who, over the half term 
holiday, worked really hard to raise money for 
our new school library. Family and friends took 
part in games they had set up and the girls 
cooked cup cakes and made gingerbread bats 
to sell. It was very successful and raised £34.50 

which is a brilliant amount. Well done girls and 
thank you! 
 
Forest Schools 
With the colder and wetter weather 
approaching, please ensure children who take 
part in Forest School have a warm coat and 
wellies in school. Forest School is an all-weather 
activity and those children taking part will need 
to be suitability dressed. Thank you. 

Christmas Cards and Tea Towels 
Last week the children were sent home with 
their lovely Christmas card designs. Next to 
your child’s design is the order form which 
needs to be completed if you would like to 
purchase any of the products. To minimise any 
damage to your child’s artwork please ensure 
the design form is not bent or folded and is 
returned to school in the plastic cover provided. 
Purchasing a tea-towel is a separate order. 
Please complete the form that was sent home 
last week, and return it, with payment in one of 
the sealed envelopes provided. These must be 
handed in by Monday 22nd November. 
 
Anti-Bullying Week 
This week children have been taking part in 
Anti-Bullying week using materials from the 
NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe programme. They 
have learnt about what bullying is and what to 
do if they experience it. All children understand 
that bullying is unwanted, aggressive behaviour 
that involves a real or perceived power 
imbalance. This is repeated over time and does 
not apply to single cases where friends fall out 
with each other or have an argument as this is 
part of their normal social development.  
 
Year 6 have also taken part in an online safety 
workshop run by Norfolk Constabulary Safer 
Schools team. Children have been learning 
about what they can do to keep themselves 
safe as they grow older. 
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Children in Need 
Thank you to everyone who brought in a 
donation for Children in Need today. We raised 
£130 which will be sent off to Pudsey!  
 
The Matthew Project 
On the afternoon of the 1st of December, Years 
5 and 6 will be taking part in a workshop with 
the Matthew Project which will focus on 
drugs and alcohol and the physical impact they 
have on the body. The workshop will be tailored 
to the age of the children and align with our 
PHSE curriculum.  
 
School Uniform 
We have some very smart children in school 
who really take pride in their appearance but 
recently we have noticed that some children 
are coming into school without their ties. Please 
could you ensure that, apart from PE days, ties 
are worn, as this is part of the school uniform. 
Please note we do not allow dyed hair in school. 
Thank you for your support here. 
 
Parking Outside School 
Just a reminder that parents are not permitted 
to park outside school on Surrey Street. Traffic 
wardens regularly patrol this area and you may 
receive a fine. Thank you for your co-operation 
with this. 
 
Ten Pin Bowling  
At the end of last term, some children in Year 5 
and 6 took part in a Ten Pin Bowling 
competition. This was against other schools in 
Norwich. One of our teams managed to come 
second with a cumulative score of 526 which 
was excellent! Our best bowler, Ben managed 
an amazing individual score of 146 which really 
impressed the organisers. Well done to 
everyone involved. 
 
School Website 

This term’s plans for all year groups have been 
uploaded onto the school’s website at the 
following link: 
 
http://www.freeschoolnorwich.org.uk/learnin
g/our-curriculum/  
 
PLA and THRIVE time this term 
This term, children in EYFS and Years 1 and 2 will 
be working on their Christmas performances. 
More details to come! 
 
Children in Years 3,4, 5 and 6 have chosen their 
PLA activities for this term which are 
Computing, Film Studies, Yoga, History of 
Norwich and Climate Change Challenge. 
 
School Council 
I meet every term with the school council which 
includes a representative from every class in 
the school. They have been very busy since the 
start of the school year, listening and talking to 
their friends and we had a very interesting 
meeting this week. I am pleased to report that 
several of their suggestions- more after school 
clubs, more plants round the playground and 
the possible inclusion of raw vegetables in the 
salad bar at lunchtime have already been acted 
on. Unfortunately the suggestion of having a zip 
wire across the playground was voted down- 
possibly due to the amount of teachers who 
would want to have a go! 
 
Language of the Week 

In each newsletter we will celebrate diversity by 

zooming in on one of the languages spoken in 

our school community. This week, it is… 

 

 

 

 

http://www.freeschoolnorwich.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum/
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Chinese 

Did you know…  

• Mandarin Chinese, the most common Chinese 

dialect, is the most widely spoken language in the 

world. Mandarin is sometimes called ‘Standard 

Chinese’ but there are many other spoken 

variations of Chinese too. 

• When you look at all of the Chinese languages 

together, there are about 1.2 billion native 

speakers, or around 16% of the world’s population. 

• Chinese writing has over 50,000 characters. That 

said, only about 20,000 of them are used today. 

Meanwhile, it only takes about 2-3,000 characters 

to read a newspaper. Most Chinese adults can 

recognise around 8,000 characters without 

referring to a dictionary. 

• Chinese is one of the hardest languages for English 

speakers to learn. 

• The words brainwashing, ketchup, typhoon, tea 

and tycoon all come from Chinese. 

Say ‘hello’ in Chinese: 

你好 (Nee-how) 
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Stars of the Week 

 
EYFS 
Sai-Devansh for being a kind friend and looking after his classmates when they are sad was last week’s 
Star of the Week. This week, it goes to Franco for being a Fantastic Focus in music and putting in an 
amazing effort every time we practice our Christmas songs. 
 
Year 1 

Our Star of the Week last week went to Gowtham for settling into his new school brilliantly. This week 
it is Cillian for all the fantastic work he has done during Anti-Bullying week and for being a consistently 
kind and helpful member of our class.  
 
Year 2  
Aavya received last week’s Star of the Week for working really hard with her Maths work and looking 
for an extra challenge to further her learning. This week it goes to Amelia, for having a positive attitude 
towards all of her learning. 
 
Year 3 
Star of the week for last week was Amir for having a positive attitude towards his learning and trying 
extremely hard with his maths. This week it goes to Sai for having a wonderful attitude to his learning 
and always trying his hardest.  
 

Year 4 
Last week’s Star of the Week was Tallula for her hard work, determination and excellent presentation 
of her work. Star of the week this week goes to Florence for using figurative language to describe her 
characters for her board game.  
 

Year 5 
Last week’s Star of the Week was Sunny for putting in super effort to write her biography. This week it 
is Iris for consistently working hard in IT lessons.
 
Year 6 
Jacob received Star of the Week last week for being a kind and helpful friend.  This week it goes to Evie  
for settling in superbly with her new class.  
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Useful Dates: 
Wednesday 24th  - Friday 26th November- Hill Top Residential trip for Year 5  
Thursday 25th November- Year 2 Multiskills 
Thursday 25th November- Flu Immunisation catch up for those who missed the first 
Wednesday 1st December- Years 1 and 2 Synagogue visit 
 Monday 13th December (afternoon)- Christmas Fair 
Wednesday 15th December- Christmas Lunch 
Wednesday 15th December (2:45pm)- EYFS Christmas production 
Thursday 16th December- Years 1 and 2 production  
Friday 17th December- Last day of the Christmas term 
Tuesday 4th January- Start of the Winter term 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Darren 


