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Winter Term Newsletter 1 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Happy New Year! I was looking back at my 
newsletter from this time last year and we seem to 
be experiencing a Groundhog day! 
 
As expected, we have been hit by post-Christmas 
COVID-19. We currently have large number of 
children and staff self-isolating which is impacting 
our day-to-day operations. While there is no 
expectation of returning to previous measures we 
have made the decision to return to bubbling in 
order to minimise the spread of the infection. We 
are keeping this closely monitored as the term goes 
on. We are attempting to keep everything as normal 
as possible but ask that you bear us with during this 
difficult time! 
 
COVID-19 Guidance 
Earlier this week we sent out an email summarising 
the changes to the Government guidance given to 
schools over the past few weeks regarding COVID-
19. These changes are as follows: 
 

• School attendance is expected for all 
children providing they do not test positive 
for COVID-19. Children who test negative 
are expected to attend even if family 
members test positive but must do daily 
lateral flow testing to ensure that they 
haven’t been infected. 

• Primary aged children over five years of age 
who have been in contact with someone 
with COVID-19 are advised to take a daily 
lateral flow test for seven days and continue 
to attend school as normal unless they have 
a positive test result. 

• Children who have to self-isolate as a result 
of COVID-19 infection, and who are well 
enough will be provided with remote 
education through Tapestry (EYFS and Year 
1) or TEAMS (Years 2-6). 

• From the 11th January if you or your child 
receives a positive lateral flow test but you 

do not have symptoms you do not need to 
take a PCR test. 

 
Further information can be obtained at the 
following link:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wh
at-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-
coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-
what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-
early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges  
 
We are currently waiting for guidance on the new 
measures to be introduced on Monday 17th January 
about the 5 day self isolation period and will let you 
know of the changes affecting us as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
Online safety 
While children are learning online it is important to 
ensure that they are safe. We have provided 
guidance for parents about internet safety on our 
website at the following link: 
 
http://www.freeschoolnorwich.org.uk/safeguardin
g-our-children/ 
 
Of particular use is the following link which provides 
age-appropriate guidance for parents and things to 
think about while your child is online:  
 
http://www.thinkyouknow.co.uk  
 
Winter Term Curriculum 
Our Winter term curriculum theme is Superfoods 
with a particular focus on Design and Technology. 
Some of the lessons this term may involve food 
tasting so please let us know of any allergies if you 
haven’t already done so. This topic links with our 
PSHE curriculum where children will be learning 
about healthy lifestyles- perfect if, like me, you 
overindulged over the Christmas period! 
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Special Lunch 
After the success of our Chinese lunch in the Harvest 
term, we have decided to have another special 
lunch on Thursday 20th January. This time the 
options will include hot dogs and mini doughnuts. 
Please find attached the menu for more details. This 
can be ordered on the day in the normal way.  
 
Music Lessons 
We currently have a number of places for individual 
music lessons run by The Wharf Academy. These 
include drum, guitar, keyboard, brass, violin and 
clarinet. Please note that these lessons take place in 
school during the day. If you would like your child to 
start music lessons please contact The Wharf 
directly at laura@thewharfacademy.co.uk or by 
phone on 07548312199. 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week 
We will be taking part in Children’s Mental Health 
week between 7th and 11th February. Part of this 
week will be a ‘Dress to Impress’ day on Friday 11th 
February. Children can wear their favourite colour 
or a unique outfit to express how they’re feeling. It 
can be as simple or elaborate as they like! Dress to 
Express is an opportunity for self-expression and 
celebrating a diverse range of emotions. The day 
will also provide a great opportunity to be open 
about mental health. 
 
We are asking that children donate £1, and all 
money raised will go to Place2Be, a charity 
committed to helping children with their mental 
health. 
 
 
Language of the Week 

In each newsletter we will celebrate diversity by 

zooming in on one of the languages spoken in our 

school community. This week, it is… 

 

 

 

 

Odia / Oriya 

Did you know… 
 

• Odia (formerly known as Oriya), is 

an Indo-Aryan language, mainly 

spoken in the Indian state of Odisha. 

The language is also an official 

language of India. There are about 

33 million people who speak Odia. 

• It is thought to be directly 

descended from Odra Prakrit, which 

was spoken in East India over 1,500 

years ago, and is the primary 

language used in early Jain and 

Buddhist texts. 

• Odia was declared as a classical 

language on 20th February 2014. 

After Sanskrit, Telugu, Tamil, 

Kannada and Malayalam, it is the 

sixth Indian language to get this 

prestigious tag. 

• Evidence of Old Oriya is found from 

early inscriptions dating from the 

10th century onwards. 

Say ‘hello’ in Odia: 

ନମସ୍କାର 

Namaskar 

 

 

 

mailto:laura@thewharfacademy.co.uk
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Odisha
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Stars of the Week 
 
EYFS 
Charlotte was last week’s Star of the Week for being an Agent Ideas and a Have a Go Hero in her independent 
writing. This week’s Star of the Week is Charlie for showing fantastic focus and helping others with tasks. 
 
Year 1 
Last week’s Star of the Week is Matilda for always taking part enthusiastically in class discussions; A fantastic 
'Agent Ideas'.  This week’s Star of the Week is Freyja for a fantastic attitude to her learning. 
 
Year 2  
Last week’s Star of the Week was Ahmed, for having an amazing first week in Year 2. This week it is Lyla, for 
reading aloud with great enthusiasm and expression a story to the whole class. 
 
Year 3 
Star of the week for last week was Edith for her fantastic explanations in English. This week it goes to Clementine 
for her fantastic learning attitude and wonderful writing.  
 
Year 4 
Last week’s Star of the Week went to James for working well in a team.  Star of the week this week goes to 
Neshvita for being a kind and supportive friend.  
 
Year 5 
Last week’s Star of the Week was Maddie for being especially motivated and trying hard in every task. This 
week it is Harrison for excellent behaviour and consistently being on task. 
 
Year 6 
Last week, Borys received Star of the Week for having a great attitude towards his work. This week it goes to 
Marley for great focus and effort during lessons. 
 

 
Useful Dates: 
Tuesday 25th January – Year 1 Multi-skills festival 
Friday 11th February- EYFS Vision and Hearing screening (Parents should have received information via email) 
Friday 11th February- Dress to Impress Day 

 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Darren 


