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Winter Term Newsletter 3 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
As Ann and I are putting the finishing touches to the 
last newsletter this term, we are looking out at a 
blue sky and hoping that it stays with us for the 
holidays! It really made up for us not being invited 
to Year 2 to sample their delicious trifles this week 
(see above!). 
 
Mental Health Week 
This week children have been taking part in 
Children’s Mental Week culminating today in the 
Dress to Express day. The purpose of the week was 
to make children aware of their feelings and to 
understand that, while some of those feelings are a 
normal part of growing up, there is also help and 
support if they need it. There were certainly some 
very expressive costumes, including a giant blue 
dinosaur, and the day raised £93.00 which will be 
sent to Place2Be who support children’s mental 
health in schools. Further information about the 
support they offer can be found at: 
https://www.place2be.org.uk/  
 

 
 
Farmer Time 
The Year 2 children have joined the ‘Farmer Time’ 
scheme which links them up with a farm in 
Shropshire. They see what life is like and learn about 
where their food comes from. They also get a ‘real-
time’ understanding of the issues farmers face every 
day. During the live calls they can ask questions and 
get to know the farmer and the animals. 
 
Snacks and Healthy eating 
Teachers in all classes have noticed that some 
children are bringing in inappropriate food for snack 
time, with some children bringing in a complete 
packed lunch in addition to their normal lunch! 
Please ensure that children only bring one healthy 
snack; this could be a piece of fruit, bread sticks or 
cheese and should not be crisps, chocolate bars, 
cake or sweets. Other ideas for healthy snacks can 
be found at the following link:  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/school_lunch
_and_snack_ideas  
 
Please note that, for allergy reasons, we do not 
allow nuts of any kind in school. 
 
In order to support you with providing a healthy 
snack for children, we have signed up with the 
School Fruit and Vegetable scheme which will 
provide every child in Reception, Years 1 and 2 with 
a piece of fruit or vegetable every day free of 
charge. Our first delivery will happen after the 
Easter holiday.   
 
Safer Internet Day  
Safer Internet Day was celebrated on Tuesday 8th 
February, both in school and across the country. 
This is an event, organised by the UK Safer Internet 
Centre, which aims to promote safe, responsible, 
and positive use of internet technology. This year’s 
theme was ‘All fun and games? Exploring respect 
and relationships online’.  
 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 had a short assembly 
focusing on how to stay safe online and what to do 
if something worries them in the online world. Years 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/school_lunch_and_snack_ideas
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/school_lunch_and_snack_ideas
https://www.saferinternetday.org/en-GB/
https://www.saferinternetday.org/en-GB/
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3, 4 and 5 were visited by James Rowson, our e-
Safety coordinator, to discuss not only staying safe 
online, but also how to report concerns. Year 6 have 
been learning about this all term and are e-Safety 
experts!  
 
If you would like to know more about keeping your 
child safe online, you may find the following link 
helpful: 
 
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-
resource/parents-and-carers.  
 
Alternatively, James would be happy to offer you 
advice.   
 
 
Promoting Reading  
Reading for Pleasure is something which we care 
passionately about. We have noticed a decline in 
reading at home, possibly not surprising given 
Covid, but we would really like to change that! 
Consequently, from next term, we will be 
introducing several new initiatives to encourage all 
our pupils to engage in reading for pleasure at home 
and in school.  
 
We are very excited to announce that children in 
Reception and KS1 will now have access to ABC 
Reading Eggs – a fun and effective program that 
supports children with learning to read. This is a 
fantastic resource and we strongly encourage you to 
take advantage of it. ABC Reading Eggs is designed 
to get your child motivated and excited about 
reading. They will be able to access the program at 
home and teachers will be able to monitor their 
progress. Letters with login details will be sent home 
today.  
 
We are looking for reading volunteers to come into 
the school and listen to pupils read on a regular 
basis. You do not need to have any experience, just 
an enthusiasm and passion for reading and some 
time to spare! We will provide you with the 
necessary training. If you are interested, please 
contact the office.  
 
We will also be encouraging all pupils to read 
regularly at home with an adult as part of our ‘Eagle 

Readers’ challenge. Every time your child reads with 
you, please record these sessions in your child's 
reading record. At the end of the term, the child in 
each class with the highest amount of reads in their 
reading record will be taken to a local bookshop to 
choose a new book as a prize. We would hugely 
appreciate your support in helping all pupils in our 
school re-engage in reading.  
 

Design a National Book Tokens Competition  
As part of World Book Day, we are encouraging all 
children to take part in the Create a Book Token 
competition. Entry forms have been given out this 
week if your child would like to take part.  
 
Here are a few tips to help:  
 

• Imagine your design is in a bookshop with 
lots of others - what will make it stand out?  

• How can you make your design really 
‘booky’?  

• How many different ways can you interpret 
the words 'books', 'reading', or 'story'?  

• What sort of design would you like if you 
received a National Book Token to choose 
new books with?  

 

Remember not to confuse it with your £1 World 

Book Day book token! Designs must be submitted to 

the office by Monday 14th March.  

 
Mitch Johnson  
On Saturday 19th February at 2 pm, Waterstones will 
be hosting a creative writing event with the award 
winning Mitch Johnson who has written books such 
as Spark and Kick.  Mitch will be helping children 
design their own apocalypse, and how to write that 
killer first line.  
 
World Book Week  
We have some fantastic events next term, and to 
kick it all off we have World Book Week! To 
emphasise how important reading is, and what we 
have planned for our new library, we thought we'd 
do an entire week full of reading related activities. 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
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Some of the events taking place during that week 
will be:  
 

• Visits to the local Waterstones over the 
week for children in Years 1-6 

• My favourite book assemblies led by adults 
in school 

• A visit to Norwich library for children in EYFS 

• On Friday 4th March there will be a 
Pyjamarama Read-a-Rama where, for a £1 
donation, children can come into school 
dressed in their pyjamas with their 
favourite book.  

• Coffee and Croissant morning for parents 
on Friday 4th March between 8:15 and 8:45 
where you can come in and read with your 
child before school. 

• A book sale of old books to raise money for 
the school library. Please donate any old, 
unwanted children’s books to the school by 
Monday 28th February. The children in Year 
6 will be selling these books on Wednesday 
2nd March until 15:45, so parents also have 
the opportunity to be part of the 
experience.    
 

Finally, please keep an eye out for our 'BookFlix' 
style reviews from Key Stage 2 the following week 
in the playground. We would like the children to be 
inspired to read alternative books, and what better 
way than getting recommendations from each 
other!! 
 

Swimming 
Next term Year 4 will begin swimming on Friday 
mornings. This will continue for the Spring and 
Whitsun terms. Please ensure that your child has a 
swimming costume and towel. Goggles are 
optional! 
 

After School Spanish Club 
Places are going quickly for the after school Spanish 
club with Virginia. These will take place after school 
on Wednesdays from 3:45 - 4:45 and will cost £30 
for the term. If you would like your child to take part 
please contact the office to secure a place and an 
invoice will be sent to you. 
 

Language of the Week 
In each newsletter we will celebrate diversity by 
zooming in on one of the languages spoken in our 
school community. This week, it is… 
 

 

Language of the Week 

Greek 

Did you know… 

• Greek is the oldest recorded living 

language, with written records spanning 

over 34 centuries. 

• Greek speakers are mainly in Greece and 

Cyprus. 

• Greek has influenced languages, 

mathematics, astronomy and 

philosophy. Many English words related 

to these fields are of Greek origin. 

• Along with Latin, Greek is still used for 

creating new words in English and other 

languages. 

• The word “alphabet” is actually formed 

of “alpha” and “beta”. “Alpha” and 

“beta” are the two first letters of the 

Greek alphabet. 

Say ‘hello’ in Greek: 

γεια σας 

(yeia sas) 
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Anguish’s Educational 

Foundation 

Are you struggling to pay for school 

uniform, or need help to pay for your 

child’s residential school trip? 

If so, financial help may be available 

from Anguish’s Educational Foundation. 

This charity supports Norwich families on 

a low income, whether you are working 

or receiving benefits. 

You can contact Anguish’s Educational 

Foundation by emailing: 

info@norwichcharitabletrusts.org.uk 

Or leave a message on: 01603 621023 

A Grants Officer will contact you to 

discuss whether we can help you. 
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Stars of the Week 
 
EYFS 
Last week’s Star of the Week was Ezra for her amazing enthusiasm in Topic when writing to Zek the hungry alien 
to tell him how to make a sandwich. This week it's Hettie for her amazing contributions to our learning on 2D 
and 3D shapes and for being a Super Explorer at choosing times. 
 
Year 1 
Matthew was last week’s Star of the Week for always having a positive attitude to his learning and for being a 
kind and thoughtful member of our class.  This week’s Star of the Week is Lexi for an improved attitude to her 
learning and for being a kind friend to others. 
 
Year 2  
Last week’s Star of the Week went to Samuel, for working really hard in English lessons all week. Star of the 
week this week goes to Phong, for super work in maths all week. 
 
Year 3 
Star of the week for last week was Theo for a sensational newspaper report with lots of detail. This week it goes 
to Afsheen for her fantastic expressive language in her writing of the 'Top 5 benefits of being a newt.' 
 
Year 4 
Star of the Week last week went to Anushka for being enthusiastic, diligent and creative in her learning.  Star 
of the Week this week goes to Lily for writing a creative guidebook for Astroland using all the wonderful key 
features necessary to persuade and entice visitors.   
 
Year 5 
Last week, Ben received Star of the Week for his motivation and excellent skills in maths and swimming, as 
well as being very helpful in class. This week it goes to Evie for always working hard, role modelling exceptional 
behaviour and being a kind person.
 
Year 6 
Last week’s Star of the Week was Alex for hugely improving her reading comprehension ability. This week it is 

Zoyah for amazing the class with her impressive chopping skills in Topic.  

 

Useful Dates: 
Friday 11th February- Last day of term 
Monday 28th February- Start of the Spring term 
Friday 4th March- Pyjamarama Read-a-rama with parents’ coffee morning 8:15am - 8:45am 
Monday 14th March- Mars Day 
Tuesday 22nd March- EYFS Multiskills – Letters to follow 
Friday 8th April- End of Spring Term 

 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Darren 


