
   

 

 

 
 

Spring Term Newsletter 1 
 
Dear Parents,  

Gressenhall Trip 
This week Year 6 visited Gressenhall Farm and 
Workhouse to learn about what life was like for 
evacuees and those working on the home front 
during WWII. The trip was an immersive, 
wonderful experience which the children 
thoroughly enjoyed and learned lots from. It 
was a truly brilliant day! 
 
World Book Day 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to 
dress up and take an active part in our World 
Book Day celebration. All children took part in a 
range of activities including an assembly run by 
the bookshop Book Bugs and Dragon Tales 
(including a trip to the bookshop to spend their 
vouchers), the return of our Masked Reader 
and Extreme Reader competitions, bookmark 
decorating and, in KS2, book speed dating! My 
particular favourite this year was the DEAR 
(Drop Everything And Read) Alarm- I don’t need 
much of an excuse to have my nose in a book! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Lunches 
We are very excited to announce that this term 
saw the start of a new era for school lunches at 
The Free School Norwich. Over the past few 
months, we have been working very hard to 
change our servery kitchen into a functioning 
kitchen. We are now able to cook all our meals 
onsite and this includes freshly made bread 
every day! So far there has been some very 
positive feedback and the food looks and smells 
amazing! 
 
Nut Allergies 
We currently have a number of children 
bringing in nuts as snacks and part of their 
packed lunches every day. Please could you find 
alternative snacks as we have several children 
in school with serious nut allergies. Children 
who continue to bring in nuts may find them 
confiscated in order to keep everyone safe. 
Thank you for your co-operation with this 
matter. 
 

PE 
Another big change for children in Key Stage 2 
this term is our PE provision. Children in Years 
3,4,5 and 6 are taught PE offsite at Hewett 
Academy where there is more space for inside 
sports such as gymnastics and dance. The 
weather wasn’t great on the first session but 
Premier Sport who are now leading the lessons 
were able to make full use of the gym and dance 
studios to continue PE provision even when the 
weather tried to stop them!  
 



   

 

Parking on Surrey Street 
We still have a number of parents dropping 
children off by car on Surrey Street in the 
morning. Please be aware that parents are not 
permitted to do this as part of our agreement 
with Norwich City Council. Short term parking 
can be found at the drop off point at the top of 
the bus station or at Sainsburys. Thank you for 
your co-operation with this matter. 
 
Reading at Home 
Here in school, we work very hard with all 
children to encourage the love of reading. Not 
only does this give them the skills to access the 
rest of the curriculum, it also opens up a whole 
wealth of opportunities and experiences. The 
ability to read effectively gives children an 
advantage when they are in school because 
they are able to focus on their learning rather 
than trying to read instructions and 
information. As teachers it is very noticeable 
when children have been practicing at home in 
addition to reading in school. 
 
As a school, we recommend that all children 
should be reading at least three times a week 
with an adult at home as part of the their 
homework. While the vast majority of children 
in school do this, there is a significant number 
of children who do not and it can mean that 
these children fall behind in their learning. 
 
We appreciate that it is not always easy to find 
time to read with your child but here are a few 
tips to help encourage your child to read more: 
 
1. Encourage your child to read 
2. Read aloud regularly 
3. Encourage reading choice 
4. Read together 
5. Create a comfortable environment to read 
6. Make use of your local library 
7. Talk about books 
 
You know your child best and you’ll know the 
best times for your child to read. If they have 
special educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND) then short, creative activities may be 
the way to get them most interested. If English 

is an additional language, encourage reading in 
a child’s first language, as well as in English. 
What matters most is that they enjoy it. 
 
FYI website 
The Children and Young People’s Health Service 
in Norfolk have produced a new website 
supporting children as they transition into high 
school and beyond. Although aimed at older 
children there is a wealth of information on 
Health, Education, Friendships and 
Relationships, Emotional wellbeing, Family life 
and Additional needs which you may find useful 
to share with your child.  
https://www.fyinorfolk.nhs.uk/   
 

Friends of The Free School Norwich 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

The Friends of The Free School Norwich invite 
you to join us on Wednesday 13th March at 7 
pm at Cafe Marzano in The Forum to learn 
how you can help us raise money for new 
playground equipment for the school. Our 
friendly and informal meeting is open to 
everyone, and we will discuss how you can be 
involved in the Friends group and future 
fundraising activities, including our plans for a 
summer fete (dependent on volunteers). 
 

We have set an ambitious target of raising 
£10,000 by Summer 2025, and we've already 
raised over £2,000 through bake sales, 
second-hand uniform sales, and non-uniform 
days. We still have a long way to go, and we 
can't do it without your help!  
 

There are many ways you and your children 
can get involved, whether it's buying a cake 
at our next sale, volunteering at an event, or 
running your own fundraising project 
(sponsored run, sponsored 24 hour silence, 
car boot sale). We're a small team, and we 
need your support to give our children the 
playground they deserve.  
 

https://www.fyinorfolk.nhs.uk/


   

 

If you have a business or know of a business 
that would like to donate to the project, we'd 
love to hear about it! 
 

So, mark your calendars for Wednesday 13th 
March at 7 pm and join us at Cafe Marzano to 
learn how you can make a difference.  
 

Remember, every little bit helps!  
 

If you can make the meeting please RSVP via 
the School Office.  
 

We can't wait to see you.  
 

The Friends of the Free School Norwich 
 

 

 

Useful Dates: 
Monday 11th March- Year 1 Cricket Skills trip 
Tuesday 19th March- Year 5 Museum visit 
Wednesday 20th- Friday 22nd March- Year 4 
Residential 
Friday 29th March- Good Friday (School 
Closed) 
Monday 1st April- Easter Monday (School 
Closed) 
Friday 5th April- Last day of Spring Term 
Monday 22nd April- First day of Whitsun 
Term 

 
 
Kind regards, 
Darren

Stars of the Week 

EYFS 

Last week’s Star of the Week went to Oren for being exceptionally helpful around the classroom. This 

week it goes to Esme for being an enthusiastic and talented artist! 

Year 1 

The Star of the Week for last week was Bradley for a hardworking and focused start to the term. This 

week it goes to Swathi for her excellent contributions during carpet time, a fantastic Agent Ideas. 

Year 2 

Last week’s Star of the Week went to Tarun, for being a super team player by always looking out for 

his friends and helping others out all with a smile. This week it is Alaia for working really hard all week 

and being a kind helpful member of the class. 

Year 3  

Star of the week last week went to Paige for consistent hard work and determination to improve her 

presentation.   This week it is Reyasri for consistent enthusiasm, great participation and a positive 

attitude across all subjects. 

Year 4 

Star of the Week for last week was Beatrix for her thoughtful ideas and consistent hard work and 

motivation in every subject.  This week it goes to Morgan for being an amazing partner to his peers, 

sharing his knowledge and supportively extending his own, as well as others’, learning. He's even 

been working during snack time! 



   

 

 

Year 5 

Last week, Star of the Week went to Edith for working exceptionally well in English. This week it goes 

to Amir Thompson for working hard in maths and doing incredibly well with decimals.   

 
Year 6
Last week’s Star of the Week went to Eleanor for working hard to master decimals. This week it goes 

to Charlie Nash for representing our school so brilliantly at Gressenhall with his great knowledge, 

questions, and impeccable manners. 

 

Communication and Information Easy Access 
Newsletters: http://www.freeschoolnorwich.org.uk/parents/newsletters/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/The-Free-School-Norwich-102238845787805) 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/freeschnorwich   
OFSTED Parentview: https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 
Calendar: http://www.freeschoolnorwich.org.uk/school-calendar/ 
Amazon Wishlist: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1H53OWPFNIFOO?ref_=wl_share 

http://www.freeschoolnorwich.org.uk/parents/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Free-School-Norwich-102238845787805
https://twitter.com/freeschnorwich
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.freeschoolnorwich.org.uk/school-calendar/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1H53OWPFNIFOO?ref_=wl_share


    

   

 



    

   

 

 


